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REYIEW. 



Memoir Introductory to the Early History of the Primacy of Armagh, with some Account of the 
Ancient Discipline, Official Persons, tyc, of the Irish Church, previously to its Subjugation to the See 
of Some in the Twelfth Century. By Eobekt King, A.B., Diocesan Curate, Armagh. — 2nd Ed. 
Armagh, 1854. pp. 112, fol. 



It would be unpardonable, indeed, if some notice of an antiquarian and historical work, like that 
of Mr. King, upon a subject most interesting to the student of Irish Archeology, should not appear 
in the Ulster Journal of that science. And yet there seem to be valid reasons why it should not be 
reviewed with the sanction of the editorial pronoun, We. I hare, therefore, judged it proper to 
transmit a few remarks to the conductors, with my initials annexed, taking upon myself the full 
responsibility of my statements, and, of course, exempting the editor from all blame, for the sen- 
timents which I may advance. I adopt this unusual course, because I am extremely anxious that 
attention should be called to this work, which I regard as one of the most valuable contributions to 
Irish Church History since the days of Usher and Ware ; and, that the learned author should be 
encouraged to pursue those investigations which he has shown himself so competent to conduct 
with fidelity and success. I cannot, however, claim from the conductors of the Archwologkal 
Journal sufficient space to review this Memoir as its importance deserves. I must content myself 
with bearing my testimony to the paramount ability, learning, and faithfulness, which it every- 
where displays, and giving to the readers of this notice some idea of the general object and tendency 
of the work. On the first point, I may be allowed to say, that I have had occasion to examine, 
for my own satisfaction, some of the topics which Mr. King discusses ; and, that I have universally 
found that he has produced the evidence, so far as it was known to me, fully, faithfully, and im- 
partially ; while he has also adduced many authorities with which, till I found them in his pages, 
I was unacquainted ; and, that his reasonings on the data afforded by ancient documents, appear 
to be characterised by singular clearness, candour, and love of truth. On the second head, I cannot 
do better than extract the summary which Mr. King has himself given, in his Preface, of the main 
particulars which he conceives to be established by the arguments adduced or exemplified in his 
Memoir. These are, he says — 

1. " That while no other form of ordination except the episcopal was known or heard of in Ireland in the early 
ages (from the first preaching, in fact, of Christianity in the island, to the period of the British Reformation), yet 
no diocesan episcopacy was settled in this country, or employed for the government of the Irish Church, until intro- 
duced by the Church of Rome in the twelfth century. 
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2. " That the churches of Ireland, in the preceding ages, not being subject to episcopal jurisdiction, were subject 
to the Successors (appointed by a certain mode of election, and, in many cases, from particular families exclusively) 
of certain eminent early missionaries and founders of churches, venerated as the old Saints of Ireland and Fathers 
of the old Irish Church. These successors were, iu the early ages, mostly presbyter abbots, but sometimes also of the 
episcopal order, although not formin» regular or continued episcopal successions. To such abbots or successors the 
bishops were, during that period of history, subordinate. 

3. " That' as there were then, generally, no metropolitan archbishops to be found in our island, so there was 
no such person as the Archbishop of Armagh ever known or heard of, or mentioned in any history or legend written 
in the 600 years between the death of St. Patrick in A D. 492 and the accession to office of his successor Kellach in 
A.D. 1105. And that the establishment of such an office or personage in this place was effected only after a struggle 
involving much violence and excitement (accompanied, as it appears, with war and bloodshed also), which resulted 
at length in the appointment of the famous Malmogue O'Morgair (commonly called St. Malachy), as primate in 
A.D. 1134 ; and was terminated more completely in the promotion of his successor, the distinguished Gilla Mao 
Iaag, or Gelasius, in A.D. 1137. 

4. "That the persons commonly known and set forth as the Archbishops of Armagh, previously to A,D. 1100, by 
Ware, Lanigan, and other learned writers, were, in reality. Abbots of Armagh. This is the name by which they are 
generally known in the Ancient Annals of Ireland, at least in the earlier part of them ; for the name Coarbs (or 
Successors) of St. Patrick, which is also commonly given to them in these Annals, is the designation most usually 
employed in the late ages, from the tenth century onwards. Several of these Coarbs are noticed as having been of 
the episcopal order, while some of them, on the other hand, were but laymen. But no one included in the period 
above specified is, in any ancient record, called Archbishop of Armagh. 

5. " That as, in the ecclesiastical government or appointments of this country, the Church of Rome had in those 
ages no control or voice whatsoever, so the church-lands of Ireland never belonged to her jurisdiction while the 
natives retained their independence, but came under her power only very gradually, and by much struggling, as 
that independence was lost ; and that in Ulster, where such independence was retained until the reign of the Pro- 
testant Sovereign James the First, those lands had never come generally into the possession of the Church of Rome, 
or her bishops in this province. 

6. " Accordingly his Grace the Lord Primate is the present representative of a su«oesBion which has always 
existed here from the days of St. Patrick till the present time, and the individuals belonging to which have in all 
coses possessed the chief dignity and the highest ecclesiastical jurisdiction recognised as existing in the place. But 
the circumstances of the office itself, and the arrangements relative to the mode of appointment to it. have greatly 
varied, from time to time, during those 1400 years. While, for instance, from the days of Malmogue O'Morgair 
downwards, all included in the series have been,without exception, metropolitan archbishops,— before his time its 
members were but occasionally bishops, mostly, it would seem, presbyters, and several of them, as already stated, 
but laymen." 

On the fifth and sixth points, as above specified, which bear something of a controversial aspect, 
it would not, I conceive, be convenient for me to offer any opinion, favourable or otherwise, in the 
pages of this Journal. But with the purely historical statements in the first four paragraphs, I 
cannot but express my entire acquiescence, having raised the same questions, and decided most of 
them in the same manner with Mr. King, in the introduction to my Translation of Archbishop 
Cotton's Visitation of the Diocese of Derry, inserted in a former volume of this work: (See Ulster 
Journal of Archatology, vol. 1, p. 68-75,). It may be interesting to trace the progress of opinion on 
these points. Archbishop Usher saw clearly, that in the ancient Irish church, and in the regions 
where the Gospel was planted by Irish ecclesiastics, Bishops were often subjected to the control of 
Presbyter Abbots. Ware and Harris, on the other hand, could find nothing in the records of Ire- 
land at variance with the full theory and order of diocesan episcopacy, as at present understood. 
Dr. O'Conor held that the early Irish bishops " were the bishops of monasteries and their dependen- 
cies, but not of dioceses." The learned Dr. Lanigan saw, and admitted, that of the vast multitudes 
of bishops who existed in Ireland at an early date, very few, comparatively, could have been dio- 
cesan prelates, like those of the present day : he thought the great majority must have been 
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Ohorepiscopi or rural bishops. The writer of the Ordnance Memoir of Londonderry, says : — " It 
may be doubted that there were any fixed episcopal sees or uninterrupted successions of bishops in 
Ireland, previously to about the ye£r 1118:" and gives several weighty grounds for the doubt 
which he suggests. Dr. Reeves, in his admirable Ecclesiastical Antiquities of Down and Connor, 
having discussed the question with his usual learning and impartiality, expresses it as his " con- 
viction, that episcopal ordination was very frequent in the primitive church of Ireland ; and that, in 
raising ministers to the office of bishop, respect was rather had to their qualifications inpiety, learning, 
and zeal, than to the claims of the district over which they were placed: it being more the object to se- 
cure to the church the perpetuity of orders, than to parcel it out into accurately defined dioceses." To 
the same effect, I gave it as my opinion that " Episcopacy in Ireland is coeval with Christianity ; 
but that the establishment of permanent sees, having territorial jurisdiction and a regular succession of 
Bishops, is of comparatively recent date." And now, Mr. King, after a thorough and comprehen- 
sive examination of the whole evidence, not only coincides, almost in words, with me (though mani- 
festly without having seen my paper), but goes farther than any of his predecessors had ventured ; 
and both asserts, and by many solid proofs sustains his assertion — that the bishops of Ireland, 
generally, were, for the long series of years which he specifies, subject to the jurisdiction and con- 
trol of the abbots (often presbtfters, sometimes mere laymen), of the principal monasteries of the king- 
dom, which had been founded by the eminent saints of the fifth and sixth centuries ; whose succes- 
sors in the abbatial dignity enjoyed, by virtue of their abbacy, a priority in rank, power and 
authority, which raised them far above the bishops ; though the latter possessed the exclusive right 
of conferring holy orders, and this was perhaps the only superiority they enjoyed or claimed. I 
cannot help thinking that this substantial agreement of independent inquirers who have approached 
the subject with different prepossessions — and this progress of opinion and successive enlargement 
of the field of view — tends greatly to strengthen the probability of the approximate accuracy of the 
positions which they have all in common maintained. It is impossible to give any thing like an out- 
line of the argument which Mr. King most ably handles : for this we refer to his own work. On 
the subject of the Herenach-ship, it is invaluable No Irish historical library, in short, can claim 
to be even moderately complete without it. The Editor of the Armagh Guardian, in which the 
Memoir first appeared, has reason to congratulate himself on having been chosen to convey to the 
public a work of which any periodical in the empire might be proud. 

J. S. P. 



